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Brace Scam  
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materials/2019/bracescam/  
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GO TO LINK BELOW TO WATCH A VIDEO FROM THE U.S. OFFICE OF 
INSPECTOR GENERALðGary Cantrell, Deputy Inspector General for  
Investigations:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=3&v=rtcZ_TvvqGs  
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In this photo provided by the Department of 
Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector 

General, HHS Office of Inspector General agents, 

and other law enforcement officers, take part in 
arrests Tuesday, April 9, 2019, in Queens, N.Y., 

as they break up a billion-dollar Medicare scam 

that peddled unneeded orthopedic braces to hun-
dreds of thousands of seniors nationwide, using a 

network of foreign call centers. (Department of 

Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector 

General via AP)  
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INSIDE MEDICAREð 
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Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics and Supplies (DMEPOS) Competitive Bidding GAP 
 

January 1, 2019 was the start of a temporary gap in the Competitive Bidding Program that CMS expects will last until December 31, 2020.   
 

During this period, beneficiaries can get DMEPOS items from any Medicare enrolled supplier. 
 

Please make sure the company you choose is a Medicare-approved DME supplier who ñtakes Assignment.ò 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/Partnerships/Downloads/DMEPOS-Temporary-Gap-Period-Fact-Sheet-Beneficiary.pdf 

If your doctor, 
provider, or supplier 
doesn't accept 
assignmentð 
 

Non-participating providers haven't 
signed an agreement to accept 
assignment for all Medicare-covered 
services, but they can still choose to 
accept assignment for individual 
services. These providers are called "non
-participating." 
 

Here's what happens if your doctor, 
provider, or supplier doesn't accept 
assignment: 
 

¶ You might have to pay the entire 

charge at the time of service. Your 
doctor, provider, or supplier is 
supposed to submit a claim to 
Medicare for any Medicare-covered 
services they provide to you. 

 

¶ They can't charge you for submitting a 

claim. If they don't submit the Medicare 
claim once you ask them to, call 1-800
-MEDICARE. 

¶ They can charge you more than the 
Medicare-approved amount, but 
there's a limit called "the limiting 
charge ". The provider can only charge 
you up to 15% over the amount that 
non-participating providers are paid. 
Non-participating providers are paid 
95% of the fee schedule amount. 

 

The limiting charge applies only to 
certain Medicare-covered services and 
doesn't apply to some supplies and 
durable medical equipment. 

 

Click here to: 
Find out if your doctors and                                     
other healthcare providers accept 
assignment or participate in Medicare. 

 

SOURCE:  
 https://www.medicare.gov/your-medicare

-costs/part-a-costs/lower-costs-with-

assignment 

The eMedicare initiativeôs goal is to provide a seamless 
online health care experience to meet the growing 
expectations for this generation of Medicare beneficiaries.  

 

eMedicare initiatives that CMS launched are: 

A simplified log in for the Medicare Plan Finder 
(https://www.medicare.gov/find-a- plan/
questions/home.aspx) tool using their online 
account (instead of the current process of entering 
5 pieces of information to authenticate); 

Giving beneficiaries the ability to print their Medicare 

card online; 
Launching consumer-facing Blue Button 
(https://www.medicare.gov/manage-your- 
health/medicares-blue-button-blue-button-
20) features in Mymedicare.gov; 

Providing an online version of the Medicare & You 

Handbook (https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-
and-you) in a mobile-friendly format. Weôve also 
added simple, graphical explanations at the 

beginning of the Medicare & You handbook; 
Enhancing social media presenceðMedicareôs 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
medicare/) has grown to almost a half-million 
followers; 

Distributing the electronic version of the Medicare 
Summary Notice, allowing people with 
Medicare to view their explanation of benefits 
in a more timely manner online at https://
www.mymedicare.gov/ (https://
www.mymedicare.gov/); and 

The eMedicare initiative will expand and 

improve upon current consumer service 

options. People with Medicare will 

continue to have access to paper copies of 

the Medicare & You handbook and the 

Medicare Summary Notice. 

CMS launched the initiative with a new video  https://

youtu.be/YUiHOnmun8s. 

https://www.medicare.gov/your-medicare-costs/part-a-costs/lower-costs-with-assignment#


 

 

Elder LGBTQ Information 

IMPACT TO YOU 

   Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage 

Act (DOMA) provided for purposes of 

federal law, the term ñspouseò could 

not include individuals in a same-sex 

marriage.  

   Because the Medicare Secondary 

Payor (MSP) Working Aged 

provisions only apply to subscribers 

and their spouses, the Working Aged 

provisions did not apply on the basis of 

spousal status to individuals in a same-

sex marriage.  

   The United States Supreme Court 

has invalidated this DOMA provision. 

Thus, the Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS) is no longer 

prohibited from applying the MSP 

Working Aged provision to individuals 

in a same-sex marriage.  

What You Need to Know: 

   Effective January 1, 2015, the rules 

below apply with respect to the term 

ñspouseò under the MSP Working 

Aged provisions. This is true for both 

opposite-sex and same-sex marriages: 

   If an individual is entitled to 

Medicare as a spouse based upon the 

Social Security Administrationôs rules, 

that individual is a ñspouseò for 

purposes of the MSP Working Aged 

provisions.  

   If a marriage is valid in the 

jurisdiction in which it was performed 

including one of the 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, or a U.S. 

territory, or a foreign country, so long 

as that marriage would also be 

recognized by a U.S. jurisdiction, both 

parties to the marriage are ñspousesò 

for purposes of the MSP Working 

Aged provisions. 
 

   Where an employer, insurer, third 

party administrator, Group Health Plan 

(GHP), or other plan sponsor has a 

broader or more inclusive definition of 

spouse for purposes of its GHP 

arrangement, it may (but is not 

required to) assume primary payment 

responsibility for the ñspouseò in 

question. If such an individual is 

reported as a ñspouseò through the 

Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP 

Extension Act of 2007 (MMSEA) 

Section 111, Medicare will pay 

accordingly and pursue recovery, as 

applicable.  

  
Disclaimer: This article was prepared as a service to the public and 

is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This article 

may contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other 

policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a 

general summary. It is not intended to take the place of either the 

written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the 

specific statutes, regulations and other interpretive materials for a 

full and accurate statement of their contents. CPT only copyright 

2013 American Medical Association.  

Find out whether Medicare covers a 

specific medical item or service, on the 

go, even without WiFi or data! 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH VIDEO  

for more details and instructions: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

New App Displays What Original Medicare Covers  

THE ONLY  ñFREEò CREDIT REPORT: 
 

Annualcreditreport.com 

 SIGN UP FOR MEDICARE EMAILS at Medicare.gov 

GO TO:  https://www.medicare.gov/sites/default/

files/2019-01/12035-whats-covered-app.pdf  
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.medicare.coverage&fbclid=IwAR0PWAhz0vcBs_iNlqrCkaINIIutVyV5C7rME5E43QEMTjoEo_RZO8HXYkI
https://www.medicare.gov/sites/default/files/2019-01/12035-whats-covered-app.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/sites/default/files/2019-01/12035-whats-covered-app.pdf


 

 
4 FIND ARCHIVED SMP NEWSLETTERS: https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/about-dhs/daabhs/aging-and-adult-services/asmp/smp-newsletter-archive 

Drop Off Your Unused Prescription Medications  
DRUG TAKE BACK EVENT ð April 27th 

Drop off your unused and expired prescription medications at the 15th 
Annual Arkansas Drug Take Back Day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 27th. The service is FREE and ANONYMOUS, no 
questions asked.  Sites cannot accept liquids or needles or sharps, 
only pills or patches. 

For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs or about the April 27 Take Back Day event, 
go to www.DEATakeBack.com. 

With the launch of the 

nARcansas app coinciding 

with the 17th Arkansas 

Drug Take Back Day, the 

theme is ñI can. You can. 

We can. Save a life with 

Narcan!ò  

I can.  

You can.  

We can.  

Save a life with 

Narcan!  

https://www.artakeback.org/narcansas/



